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“SALISBURY STATE COLLEGE, SALISBURY, MARYLAND A PRIL 6, 1964 


The “Holly Leaf” has noted with great concern the re- 
t gjories by the “Baltimore Sun” and the “Washington 


post 


v 


pertaining to the state colleges and the Tolies Report. 


iical of so many members of the mass communications 

media. 


Xypw -- 

- , they have chosen to present a slanted, biased report, 


ather than an accurate, objective, factual one. In order that 
0 u the student body, might read the report in its entirety 
a nd judge for yourself, the “Holly Leaf” has seen fit to 
publish this special edition. 

I (Italics and type sizes added at the discretion of the editor) 

Tolies Report on Salisbury State College 


unvp years ago than he likes to remember, your con- 
f 1)eg an his college teaching at Washington College, 
t from Salisbury. Until his recent pleasant two-day 
•it Salisbury, he had not been on the Eastern Shore for 
S » is easy to see that the Bay Bridge and 
r influences have altered the Shore somewhat. Certainly 
network of modern highways gives it a different air. 
so the Shore seemed to the visitor very much as he 
"nibereci it. There is the same atmosphere of quiet, 

, an d serenity. One still gathers the impression that 
la place where things get done but without pressure 
rash There still is an aura of well-being about the 
re, not to be confused fortunately with smugness or 
tssive prospertiy. 

Salisbury State College partakes of this pleasant East- 
Shore quietness. It seems to go about things in its own 
t, unhurried by pressures, and yet by no means standing 
I, Because of its geographic location, the College has not 
si the pressures for student admissions created by the 
at population increases of the Baltimore-Washington 
a. The absence of any attempt to expand by encouraging 
mat influx of students from other parts of the State, 
ii as has featured recent policy at Frostburg, also has 
ied the College to grow in an orderly way which has 
a thoroughly manageable. 

Stability has been encouraged by the long service and 
sonality of the President. The Dean also is something 
a veteran in his post. The presence of a number of Fac- 
i members who have served the College long and well 
:s to strengthen the impression of continuity and orderly 
dopment. This is reflected also in the carefully planned 
! generally well-executed expansion which has taken place 
the curriculums. 


lege has shown a commendable sense of responsibility. Only 
when planning was completed and resources seemed ade¬ 
quate, have new majors been started. The leadership Ms 
been most skillful in encouraging consideration of growth, 
at the same time that it has checked excessive acceleration. 

In an effort to creat to create the proper academic at¬ 
mosphere (IB), Salisbury Ms worked hard and with con¬ 
siderable success. Realization of the need for conscious ef¬ 
forts to attain this objective seems stronger than at any 
other State College. Evidence of this is the activity of a 
vigorous Cultural Affairs Committee which arranges a pro- 
grom of extra-class cultural experiences through lectures, 
concerts, and exhibits. Three formal convocations during 
the year bring outstanding speakers to the campus and an 
Honors Convocation recognizing Dean’s list students serve 
as intellectual stimuli beyond the classroom. Another help¬ 
ful feature is a series of coffee hours which provide an 
opportunity for students to participate in informal discus¬ 
sion with Faculty and off-campus guests. 

Perhaps the weakest sector of the academic life is the 
lack of reseach and other productive scholarly activity 
among the Faculty. For this, the pressure of other assign¬ 
ments is in a large measure responsible. The teaching load 
of from 12 to 15 hours is relatively heavy. In addition, the 
Salisbury Faculty member is called upon and cheerfully 
accepts the assignment, to work closely with the individual 
student This stress upon the individual development o) the 
student is a keystone to Salisbury’s philosophy and one on 
which much of the school’s excellent morale rests. As always 
happens in a small college, many Faculty people become 
involved with extra-curricular activities. The wonder is, not 
that under the conditions there is little scholarly leseai , 
but that there is any at all. 


Since 1960 the College has offered degree majors in 
Ash, geography, history, social science, mathematics, 
'gical science, and physical science. However, arts and 
ice degree candidates are excluded from the science 
>rs. In its attitude on liberal arts (Part IA) the Col¬ 


or course teaching responsibility comes first. Atten- 
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and C is earnestly recom- 


i in Pqvt IB and 

point as arfonUonofSalisbuty. 

mended to the < adequate except foi the 

proper facilities 


niques. Some of the plans and ideas which 
the Faculty lounge and more formally rP L; cil 'culat 
—moAtinors might well be tested bj attentil 


committee meetings 
Salisbury. 


, M 
iealit v 


There is a natural interest at the Colle 
ment of new majors. As the student bodv ^ m the d 
even without much of this, judicious e\-mL°' Vs in «Be’ 

is HmihtlesR liistifiorl \\ ju ~.. ,, l Ja NSlon 0 f hJ 


The library is housed m j ^ J d staff . It appears 
„ 1K 1 managed by a competent hb > j ass i s tant would be 

that the addition of one i m . f professional workers for 
most helpful in freeing the time ox som etimes now 

spotty, is not inadequa J lth ^ rea ii za tion by both Fac- 

S uity r and U Sry. ^ f t ^ s Son. AsTSf fm fm 

a^S"dy by a professional con- 

sultant should be helpiu . CollegeSi C(Wn _ 

Salisbury, like the oth S« (jives to a u t t s 
mendation for the&puU a f t stu dents are definitely 

programs. Although aits and scie^ ^ theh . we lfare care- 

in the minority, tiey however, no sign of slackening 

2-eH edition student, (IF) 

The make-up of the ^^JJ ea U. , I& 
sciences is standard an P are we ll-executed. Breadth 

have been sensib y 1 hours specified for all State 

(IG2) is represented by the 52 horns^sp^^ geemed to bring 

Colleges. ^ lscus . s , 1 d ” , of questioning the status quo. There 

sawsa# jus? ™° f * 

general Education requirement m philosophy. 

enable more—5L However, that is none too much. 

The Faculty express confidence in the sequence of 
courses carried by the concentrator. Although it is not al¬ 
ways dear from Catalogue statements that every student 
must carry enough advanced work, the Faculty feeling is 
that individual advising and scheduling assure this. Let i 
only be remarked, then, that a student in his majoi field 
should assuredly move steadily from the elementaly level, 
through the intermediate to the advanceci. 

In seeking to challenge the student in his later years 
to display academic initiative and maturity of undei stana- 
ing the Salisbury Faculty may have done more planning 
and taken more action than at the other State Colleges. 
Along this line may be noted seminar or reading courses 
in English, geography, history, and science. Increase m 
this type of activity is recommended. 

There has been some discussion of honors work and in¬ 
dependent study. On the drawing boards now are plans for 
an interesting inter-disciplinary course in Contemporary 
Thought which may soon enter the curriculum. Several de¬ 
partments are interested in a comprehensive examination 
in the major for seniors. To turn some of these ideas into 
realtiy would be good for Salisbury. Even if the experi¬ 
ments failed to live up to their promise, there would be 
lessons learned through failure. The conservatism which 
should govern the planning and initiation of basic curricu- 
lums is not so much to be applauded when it stands in the 
way of experimentation with teaching methods and tech- 


offerings is doubtless justified. When the • of Da 
becomes a reality majors in biology and cheS? build 
established fairly readily. «mistiy couldt 

There is considerable interest in a musi 
very possible that such an offering would b p C f maj0r - m* 
to the student constituency served by the Coll gl ’ eat Va 
in music always presents special problems A tta 
whir.h is the nhvsical snare anri _\ 


in niuoiv «amw JU j^auuuaawu pruuiems nnf h 

which is the physical space and equinmei^ \ lUe le a$t 
get makers shudder at the thought. It is n i' eci ? u ' C(1 ' Bi 
cult to fit the hours needed by the music coiL.^ di 
a normal schedule. The demands of the sturk^’f 01 ' ‘ 
music and the time which must be devoted m u app! 
history fit only When wedged with great effortlit? 
mands of general education. Little time remain# J 
electives. Even so, if such a major would sem T fl 
need, it could conceivably be developed without 3 “ efil 
expense and undue effort by modest expansion in T* 
ent offerings and staff. ine 


il___ 

matter of the catalogues as historical records the 
1 -pakness is in the listing of course offerings. Pro- 
fjteS V thics ask that the college catalogue should indi- 
ision al ® . ate iy as possible what the curriculum contains. 
; e a s aCC u aV e been approved, but not yet given the cata- 
coutfs state w ith an indication of when they will 
sh °If a course is given in alternate years, that should 
p ven : similarly a course not active should be so labelled 
stat nmirse which has been dormant for as long as three 
i8n Luld be deleted. It would be very helpful if the cata- 
3rS -ovided the names of the teacher or teachers giving 
n> es pl p where a basic course involves all or almost all 
'ibei” 1 the designation may be “staff” or “the depart- 

J. r 


ps 


Modern languages, individual social science 


and psychology are other areas where growing 
Of course, there must be careful planning and'the row 
of the institution must not be over-taxed. Even so th 
no basic reason why Salisbury cannot use its present'' 
to expand, if it so desires, into any reasonable icad j 


field. 

As Salisbury College looks toward the future it mi# 
consider the possibilities of creating a more prominent n- C ° 
for itself in the immediately surrounding community If 
the lower Shore there is no other educational institm 
with so great a potential as a cultural influence. F 
seems to be some feeling, justified or not, that Salistj 
has too much of an inclination to turn within itself ar. ; 
pay less heed than it might to its neighbors off the cam 


Salisbury has a definite role to play as "the collegf 
the lower Shore. It should not hesitate to move form 
with courage and confidence. Some experimentation, y. 
stretching of the sinews may be good for the College, 
man’s reach should exceed his grasp . . .” This is said: 
full respect for the steadiness, honesty, and care c 
which progress of the College has rested. These can 
virtues should remain pre-eminent. It is asked only. 
Eastern Shore serenity not become too pervasive in' 
development of Salisbury State College. 




Supplementary Observations 

This third section of the report on Maryland State! 
leges discusses some heterogenous items only indirectly 
lated to the main interest of the liberal arts trogram. E: 
ever, these somewhat random comments may be of into! 

Catalogues. The making of a proper college catalogues 
unappreciated art. The volume should be both a piy 
salesmanship and a full, accurate historical record, i 
Catalogues of the State Colleges could be improved 
both counts. 

If the editors more fully considered the import® 
the catalogue as a means of attracting students _ 
college they would probably make certain change 
mat, literary style, and content coverage. The mclu.i.. 
some illustrations would add to the attiactiv 
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ti ;- is not a serious matter, perhaps, and the cata- 
, “ certainly thoroughly adequate. It is an area, how- 
diere thought, attention, and perhaps cooperative ef- 
■ r '' _ Colleges would produce helpful results. Few 

: the talent and efforts required of a successful col- 
;,Z itilogue maker. As a result these publications are less 
"the and less appreciated than they should be. 


'ding. In its concentration on curriculum and teach- 
tiiis report has said virtually nothing on the important 
of student personnel services. The several colleges are 
; we u in this respect. There is universally an interest 
t welfare, activity, and behavior of the student both 
anC j outside of the classroom. One aspect of student 
iiseling” came up for discussion at each college and a 
cnient might not be amiss. 


“Counseling” (and hereafter the quotation marks will 
dropped) in its present form has come to American 
lies only in the last twenty-five years or so. It refers, 
course, to the help given to the student by the expert, 
eprofessional, trained in this area. As such it transcends 
■Lay help furnished constantly and informally by teachers 
i administration. The counselor need not be a psychia- 
jjtand should not be expected to deal with highly abnor- 
"situations. He does need professional training such as 
clinical psychologist possesses and he needs to have time 
Abie to work with distressed and troubled students. 


Those in the State Colleges most deeply concerned with 
;dent personnel problems, Deans of students and psycholo¬ 
gy state unequivocally that there is a pressing need for 
ire attention to this counseling of the troubled. The Col- 
f C people say vigirously that the number of “mixed up” 
mg people is increasing. It is pointed out that many of 
students come from homes and have parents that cannot 
expected to know how to cope with the psychological and 
btional problems encountered by these students. The in¬ 
duction of liberal arts and the fact that students will now 
ter varied careers presents the need for vocational coun¬ 
ting which did not before exist in any great degree. 

It is the intention, of this report only to call attention 
i the problem, not to solve it. Probably the several col¬ 
ts, working with the Trustees, must decide just how 
eh and what kind of help in this area should and can be 
ovided. This kind of counseling is very valuable. It is also 
pensive and difficult to do effectively. If not done well, it 
letter that it not be done at all. A unified study of the 
tblem ending in a sensible policy decision which can be 
uonably implemented seems the answer. Or to put it 
ce simply, someone should decide what is to be done, 
ffi and how. This basic pattern may then be fitted to 
i college. 

dunte study. As a preface to these remarks on graduate 
fly in the State Colleges, your consultant must confess 
1 strong personal bias, at times approaching the fanatic. 
? h's opinion that much of the so-called graduate work 
f red in American colleges and universities is unworthy 
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"beefef up” The’t° nl f " n<ler ‘ 

tte en righ t t W to'S gh ‘"(“T" in thei ' r •“bhctotoTsem 
nft an i i te , ach graduate students. Library facilities 

Short of wb»..l eilUat o e , f0 , r “Xfeniradiiate work, Ml £ 
t n oft.,, n ? !de<1 t0 support graduate study Also 

a’proper *» ^ 

The result of this all too-often ill-conceived nroe-ram nf 

graduate woriftom b66n t0 , allow a fifth year of under- 
giaciuate woik to masquerade as graduate studv Thp mn 

rSri the ,i>r itntio ” » f ^ 

Amenca to the point where it has lost respectability^ 

Kll> State Colleges currently Frostburg, Salis- 

dSees n fot°!3 aie , offerin g Programs leading to Master’s 
degrees foi teachers in certain areas. If history is to be 

exnand ’wboftl colleges , wil1 regularly ask permission to 

ZJ wn Jf! are t d °iu g ’ while C °PP in and P°wie will 
°oon want to hltch on to the train and give graduate work. 

, , ^ be made clear that the Master’s work in Mary¬ 

land State Colleges is no weaker than that in many, many 
othei institutions. It is unlikely that the trend toward more 
and more graduate work will be reversed. Indeed, through¬ 
out the nation there wall be an ever growing demand for 
giaduate studies. It is also true that advanced (even if 
weak) probably does help the teacher as a person and it 
certainly increases the pay check. 

I eihaps all that can be asked is for the State Colleges 
to recognize, as they doubtless do in their heart of hearts, 
that they are not able as of now to offer first-rate work in 
graduate study. Elementary teacher education they have 
done and are doing well. The preparation of secondary 
school teachers is well within their ken. Liberal arts train¬ 
ing will require hard work and close attention if it is to be 
properly developed, but the State Colleges have the aware¬ 
ness and the resources to make the new programs succeed. 
But truly effective programs of graduate study are beyond 
today the State Colleges, as they are beyond the resources 
of hundreds of other American colleges offering graduate 
work. 

It is not expected that the State Colleges will give up 
graduate programs. They do serve a useful purpose and 
conform to the mores of educational society. Certainly ex¬ 
pansion should come slowly and be zealously watched. Also, 
it is probably wise that the Colleges not advertise strongly 
or stress these advanced programs. Finally, and perhaps 
most important, the Colleges should make every effort to 
use all resources available and to try to make the programs 
as effective as they can be. 

Laboratory schools. Each of the State Colleges possess an 
elementary laboratory school as an important unit in 
teacher education. The impression, even on brief observa¬ 
tion, is that these schools are well-equipped, well-organized, 
and well-operated. Parents in the community are keenly 
interested in having their children admitted to them. It can 
be said with confidence that these schools serve a useful 
purpose for both the Colleges and the community. 

There is a possibility that some indecision exists about 
the function of these schools. The word “experimental” is 
often used in their description. Many interested in the 
laboratory school program believe the experimental ap¬ 
proach should be stressed. At present, however, veiy little 
real experimentation is being done in educational matters 
or teaching techniques. There may be nothing weak in this. 
However, some investigation and discussion in this area 
might be helpful through clarifying the objectives of the 
laboratory schools. 
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